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Industrial Building Authority Proposed
A public hearing on L. D. 640, An Act to Create the 
Maine Industrial Building Authority, has been set for 
April 10 by the Legislature’s Committee on Judiciary.
As explained by Governor Edmund S. Muskie, L. D. 
640 at this stage is primarily for the study of the Legis­
lature. Effective action in the present session, if it ma­
terializes, will be a vote to approve submission of a Con­
stitutional referendum to the people as to pledging the 
faith and credit of the State to insure payment of mort­
gage loans on industrial construction.
If the necessary Constitutional amendment is adopted, 
probably at a special election next September, Governor 
Muskie has declared he will call a special session of the 
Legislature as soon as possible thereafter, to implement 
the referendum by passage of such legislation as contained 
in L. D. 640.
L. D. 640 and the accompanying Constitutional 
processes is the solution of the Department of Develop­
ment of Industry and Commerce to the problem of mak­
ing modern, efficient buildings available for industrial 
operation.
All states seeking industrial expansion have the same 
problem, which has been intensified greatly during the 
past 12 months because of the growing shortage of cur­
rently available mortgage funds.
Some states grant free taxes over an initial period of 
years, a device considered unfair to existing industry. 
Other states permit the issuance of tax-free municipal or 
state bonds to finance industrial construction. Another 
state has a direct-loan setup for 30 per cent of construc-
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More of these modern Maine industrial buildings are the goal of L. D. 640. This is the recently-built Expedite 
Mfg. Co. plant at Rockland.
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Industrial Building:
tion costs. There also are other devices designed to fa­
cilitate new industrial construction.
The Maine proposal, embodied in L. D. 640, envisions 
starting with community industrial development corpora­
tions, of which approximately 30 exist in Maine today.
This corporation would be in a position to apply for a 
construction loan of up to 90 per cent of total from usual 
sources, such as banks, insurance companies and the like. 
If the project is approved by the Maine Industrial Build­
ing Authority, that agency would be authorized to insure 
payments on such a loan. Note that the proposed legisla­
tion insures payment according to the loan terms, rather 
than guaranteeing immediate payment in full if lease pay­
ments are defaulted.
Maine financial authorities who have consulted with the 
Advisory Committee of DDIC in drafting the proposal are 
of the opinion that the insurance of payments by the State 
would achieve virtually the same result of making the loan 
attractive as if the State guaranteed payment in full on de­
mand.
However, the draft proposal does provide that the 
Maine Industrial Building Authority, on its own option, 
may pay a defaulted lease-purchase agreement in full and 
take title to the property. Otherwise, title could remain 
with the local industrial development corporation while in­
sured payments were being made.
It is recognized that involved legal considerations exist, 
many of which have been anticipated by the DDIC Ad­
visory Board sub-committee which drafted the proposal. 
Others may be thrashed out in the regular legislative 
processes.
On April 8, the Elkhart Indiana Rotary Club will have 
a State of Maine Day. The 1 25 members of the club will 
eat Maine lobster with Maine bibs at their neck and a 
folder at their place telling them how to eat Maine lob­
ster. They will look at a film of the Maine Coast.
Madame Lillian Nordica was born in Farmington on 
December 12, 1857. This year is the hundredth anniver­
sary of her birth. Plans are being formulated to com­
memorate this event throughout the summer season and 
into the fall. A Farmington Committee has been set up 
and also a statewide committee. Musical organizations 
throughout the state will have Lillian Nordica concerts 
and individual numbers will be dedicated to her memory.
Camp directors of the Maine boys’ and girls’ camps re­
port an early registration with many camps already full.
The interest in boating has been steadily growing over 
the past few years. It is expected that both sailing and 
power boating along the Maine Coast will reach an all 
time high this year. There will be more boats attached 
to trailers going to the lake shores this year than ever be­
fore. A list of places where boats can be put into the 
water is being compiled. This will cover both coastal and 
inland.
Miss Catherine Louise Joly of Waterville, now a student 
at Trinity College in Washington, has been selected to 
represent Maine as the Cherry Blossom Princess at the 
Cherry Blossom Festival to be held in Washington, April 
2 through the 6th.
The important point is that the draft proposal repre­
sents the best thinking of the legal, financial and legisla­
tive minds that have worked on the problem. If the Leg­
islature approves, it will be submitted as a Constitutional 
change in referendum to the people of Maine.
Other salient features:
The principal beneficiaries of the proposal would be 
small communities unable now to help in the financing 
of new industrial buildings.
A ceiling of $500,000 is imposed for any one project.
Maturity of lease-purchase agreements would not ex­
ceed 25 years.
Such insured mortgages would be made legal invest­
ments for all insurance companies, trust companies, bank­
ing associations, savings banks, executors, trustees and 
other fiduciaries, pension or retirement funds.
Existing industry would be eligible for new building ar­
rangements through the local industrial development cor­
poration.
Industrial buildings would be provided much more 
speedily than at present.
MESC-DDIC Program
A new program to help Maine industries locate and 
offer employment to engineers and technicians has just 
been announced by the Maine Department of Develop­
ment of Industry and Commerce and the Maine Employ­
ment Security Commission.
Some months ago, the Maine DDIC uncovered a “gold 
mine” of engineers and technicians, former residents of 
Maine, who answered a questionnaire about themselves, 
their background and availability.
Nearly 2,500 indicated a desire to return to Maine if 
suitable opportunities were available to them. Friends 
and others who had heard about the survey sent in un­
solicited inquiries about future possibilities of location in 
Maine.
Coded by the DDIC, the total list was found to repre­
sent nearly every field of science and engineering and, in 
the technician group, some 47 key industrial skills.
The DDIC has used the list confidentially in the case 
of industrial, research or engineering firms located in or 
intending to locate in Maine.
Under the new program, a monthly newsletter will be 
mailed by DDIC to all professional and technical persons 
on the survey lists. Included in this letter will be a listing 
of the professional and technical job openings in Maine, 
compiled by the Maine Employment Security Commis­
sion.
This list of job opportunities will include the names of 
persons to contact in the various companies and the per­
son to contact at the MESC State Administrative Office in 
Augusta, so that inquiries and negotiations may be con­
ducted directly between principals. The DDIC stresses 
that their survey list is being held by them in strict con­
fidence, the basis on which the program originated.
Actual results in the first few weeks of the new program 
show eight engineers obtained by seven Maine firms 
through use of the DDIC confidential files, while several 
new industry prospects are investigating Maine possibili­
ties with DDIC as a direct result of the potential avail­
ability of engineers.
Sea and Shore Movies
Two new color movies have just been completed under 
the sponsorship of the DDIC and the Department of Sea 
and Shore Fisheries which will publicize two aspects of 
Maine’s commercial fisheries.
First of these is a 28-minute film titled “The Maine 
Lobster,” which includes scenes shot at Boothbay Har­
bor, South Bristol and Rockland. The movie includes a 
history of the lobster industry from earliest times and 
glamorizes the state’s most famous seafood product as a 
feast fit for anyone from a beachcomber to a king.
The second movie, a 15-minute film, depicts Maine's 
expanding quahog industry. Special emphasis is given to 
the operations of the Sea and Shore Fisheries quahog seed 
dredging barge which has been transplanting infant qua- 
hogs from over-populated flats to areas where these shell­
fish have been depleted.
Promotion of other aspects of Maine’s commercial fish­
eries include a program for the distribution of news and
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to Contact Engineers
Boating Facility Planning 
Natural' For Maine Areas
The February issue of the ASPO Newsletter has as its 
lead article “Hours of Leisure.” A simple statistical 
table summarizes the changes in output per man hour in 
the basic steel industry and in the full-fashioned hosiery 
industry.
As example—the table shows that in basic steel the 
1955 worker produced more than half again as much as 
the 1940 worker. The hosiery industry increased its 1955 
production 13 per cent over 1940 with less than half the 
number of workers and less than half the number of knit­
ting machines.
The article is primarily directed to the inevitable in­
crease in leisure hours which will come in the form of a 
shorter work week, long holiday week end, or as is oc­
curring in many cases—a three-week and four-week vaca­
tion.
It points up some particular opportunities in the recrea­
tional field and especially points up the growth in boat­
ing as a recreational activity. I quote:
“The interest in public marinas is growing. We can 
expect more pressure for municipal action and construc­
tion of boat basins. Any one who has over the years been 
vacationing at small inland lakes can testify to the wildfire 
development that has taken place in these areas in Michi­
gan, Wisconsin, New York, New England, and other 
places.
A simliar development lines the ocean-front area. The 
development is also racing through Canada, not only for 
use of the Canadians themselves, but also as Americans 
push further and further north seeking ‘unspoiled’ areas 
(which they too often immediately proceed to ‘spoil’).”
Maine is still one of the unspoiled areas and could well 
look toward a tremendous growth in water related recrea­
tion in the future, provided, the necessary steps are taken 
to insure the unspoiled character and to provide the es­
sential facilities that are needed including good boat cen­
ters, marinas and services.
PLANNING NOTES
The March issue of the American City features an ar­
ticle on Municipal Boating Centers. Architectural plans 
for such a center are available at $2.00 to cities and 
towns, civic planning organizations, boating groups, and 
others. The plans may be obtained from the Scott- 
Atwater Manufacturing Company, 2901 East Hennepin 
Avenue, Minneapolis 13, Minnesota.
Note to Seaport Communities.—“Urban Land” a 
monthly publication of the Urban Land Institute points to 
the new development of Trailerships, which should re­
vive coastal shipping. A Trailership port can be developed 
anywhere where deep water and safe anchorage is avail­
able. Special facilities are required, as is access to good 
highways. A copy of the article is available on loan to 
any local planning board.
Industrial minded communities will be interested in 
copies of the publications prepared by The National In­
dustrial Zoning Committee and made available through 
DDIC. They are “Principles of Industrial Zoning,” “Per­
formance Standards in Industrial Zoning,” and “Steps to 
Secure Sound Zoning.” These should be in the files of 
every planning board and industrial development com­
mittee.
P lease  T u rn  Page
Boating Facility:
The Urban Land Institute (No. 5, Volume 15, May 
1956) lead article “Parking and Its Relationship to Busi­
ness” is an excellent factual article, especially important 
to city planning boards where parking is most critical. 
Also an article “City Spurned by Industry Finds Out 
Why.” Some of the “Whys” as reported by the concern 
that spurned.
Too many houses showed lack of upkeep.
There was poor traffic control.
Business district looked as if it had not been changed
since 1900.
City water came from one river.
Raw sewage dumped into another near confluence of
the two.
Hotel and restaurant accommodations inadequate
and poor.
Bridges bad, decrepit appearance.
Schools and hospitals were inadequate.
There was no planning or zoning.
Farm Products Promotion
DDIC, through its Public Relations Division, is present­
ly cooperating with the Maine Department of Agriculture 
on promotions for maple syrup and eggs.
A representative of the Public Relations Division con­
ferred with members of the Maine Department of Agri­
culture and Maine Maple Syrup Producers Association in 
early March to map plans for a promotional campaign on 
maple syrup. DDIC will assist the MDA and syrup pro­
ducers in staging a public sugaring-off party at Sugarloaf 
Mountain Ski Slope, in Kingfield, April 14. The Depart­
ment will also send pictures and feature stories on the 
maple syrup industry to New England newspapers and 
also will work with Maine radio and television stations 
to bring the Maine maple syrup story to the nation.
To attract attention towards Maine eggs, prior to Eas­
ter, the DDIC has backed an Egg Eating Contest featur­
ing Maine Legislator Albert Cote, of Lewiston—known 
throughout central and southern Maine for his hearty ap­
petite. Pictures featuring Mr. Cote and a display of Maine 
eggs was circulated throughout New England attracting 
attention towards another prominent Maine agricultural 
industry.
Maine chicken barbecues will soon hit the spotlight, 
and this will provide an outlet for promotion on the Maine 
broiler industry. The DDIC’s Public Relations Division 
will assist in publicizing an outdoor chicken barbecue to 
be staged by the Maine Department of Agriculture, in 
mid-April, for the Maine Legislature. As an annual ven­
ture, the DDIC will handle publicity for the Maine Broiler 
Festival, at Belfast, July 12 and 13.
Maine Minerals Index
The first in a series of publications on sources of com­
mercial minerals has been submitted by the State Geolo­
gist for printing, and it is anticipated that copies should be 
available for distribution sometime in May.
The publication, Minerals Resources Index # 1 , 
“Maine Pegmatites Mines and Prospects and Associated 
Minerals,” lists some 180 pegmatite occurrences, persons 
to contact for permission to visit, locations by county, 
town, and U.S.G.S. topographic map, and minerals which 
have been reported from each locality.
In addition, a road map and 16 detailed map plates will 
enable interested persons to find the mines and prospects 
on the ground. The publication is expected to include 
about 32 8V2 x 11" pages.
The pegmatites of southwestern Maine have been im­
portant sources of potash feldspar for the ceramics and 
pottery industries for more than 100 years. With the ad­
vent into Maine of modern mining and concentrating 
techniques which are currently practiced in other feldspar 
states, the pegmatites should enjoy increased development 
and prosperity.
In addition to feldspar, such industrial minerals as 
mica, beryl, and quartz have been produced from Maine 
pegmatites.
Of great interest to mineralogists and mineral collec­
tors are the many rare and beautiful semi-precious stones 
and gem minerals for which Maine pegmatites are world 
famous. Possibly as many as 100,000 people visit Maine 
each year expressly to hunt for new minerals for their col­
lections.
Of especial current interest is a fine amethyst group 
which was discovered last year by Mr. W. Phillips Cole 
of Hollis in a pegmatite in Stow owned by Mr. Harry K. 
Eastman of Fryeburg. This group of crystals is now on 
display in West Paris at Mr. Stanley Perham’s Maine 
Mineral Store. It is reported to be the most beautiful large 
group of amethyst ever removed from a Maine pegmatite 
intact.
Sea and Shore:
feature stories and of pictures to newspapers and maga­
zines. Promotional literature and special “gimmicks” such 
as the Maine sea chest of seafood samples are sent to all 
parts of the country.
Now in the “works” is a new booklet, “The Commer­
cial Fisheries of Maine,” which along with numerous 
photographs of the fishing industry will include historical 
background material and an outline of the current state 
of each individual fishery.
Annually, both DDIC and Sea and Shore Fisheries also 
cooperate with such community promotional efforts as 
the Maine Seafood Festival at Rockland and the Alewife 
Festival at Damariscotta Mills.
